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The Sustainable Energy and Environmental Network 

Executive Summary of 2016 Activities 

The Sustainable Energy & Environmental Network (SEEnet) is a non-profit organization dedicated to community 

education about environmental stewardship and sustainable use of energy resources and technologies. 

Executive Summary Highlights 
Highlights for 2016 include the support and the growth of the Delta Engineering Club where students from all  

Tri-Cities High School are invited to build and race electric derby cars; coordination and support of the 13th 

annual local Electrathon with nearly 25 derby entries from all over the Pacific Northwest; coordination of Earth 

Hour and promotion of Mid-Columbia Earth Month events and activities including a kids’ contest;  and 

maintaining the Go Green Tri-Cities.org website that features local Green Businesses,  a How-To Directory and a 

12 month calendar chock full of eco-events.   

Delta Engineering Club 
The Delta Engineering Club (initially formed at Delta HS) is coordinated by Peter Rieke, a community volunteer 

and staff scientist at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.  Team members from the regional high schools, with 

the help of enthusiastic parents, and dedicated mentors, apply their science classroom learning to hands-on, 

practical engineering tasks.   

Our main activity has been building and racing go-cart sized vehicles powered entirely by two automotive 

batteries.  Competitive events are held throughout the Pacific Northwest allowing the team to test their ideas 

and skills in real make or break events.  As the designs are unique and cars are built from scratch, the students 

are often challenged to find quick fixes for unexpected car problems. 

Last year the team raced three cars at three events throughout the Pacific Northwest, rebuilt one go-cart from 

the ground up and made major modifications to the others.  The primary focus last year was on improving the 

aerodynamic efficiency, reducing weight and driving efficiently.   

Six of the team members graduated in 2016 and went on to various universities to study medicine, science and 

engineering.  This loss has put a dent in the experience level of our team, so this year’s focus will be on 

recruiting freshman and sophomores. This year the team will focus on upgrading motor control electronics and 

instrumenting the cars to monitor performance in real time.  If you would like to participate as a mentor or if 

you would like to have the team members visit your business or organization, please contact the program 

director, Peter Rieke, 509-438-6126 or petyr_me@charter.net. 
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2016 Electrathon at Columbia Basin College  
SEEnet, with your help, has, since its inception, sponsored the local Electrathon America race at Columbia Basin 

College (CBC) and again the Tri-Cities were able to enter two cars in our hometown race. Unlike the previous 

year the cars all finished with the best car, #965 pictured below, placing in the top third. 

25 cars from the Pacific Northwest entered the Pasco Electrathon Race this past April, a well-established event 

that is considered to be the nucleus of an inland northwest racing circuit.  Keeping the CBC race is important to 

promoting the sport in the inland northwest. 

With “project based learning” becoming a 

focus of high school education, establishing 

an Electrathon race circuit is a key resource 

for Inland Northwest high schools and will 

be instrumental in their decision to start 

new Electrathon programs.  In five years’ 

time, we hope to establish teams in 

Ellensburg, Walla Walla, Yakima, Moses Lake 

as well as Eastern Oregon and Northern 

Idaho.  For that grand vision we will need 

dedicated sponsors. 

 

Mid-Columbia Earth Month and Earth Hour  
Mid-Columbia Earth Month includes the coordination and/or promotion of many activities and events beginning 

late March (National Earth Hour) through early May, emphasizing Earth Day in April. Through community 

donations, SEEnet provides support for many of these events. This past year, the Earth Month/Go Green Tri-

Cities Committee coordinated a large family Earth Hour event at the REACH museum which included planting 

native plants, acoustic music, energy efficiency exhibits, sustainable food for purchase, candle making for lights 

out, star and moon gazing, and a sustainable kids photo contest. About $500 was awarded to contest winners. 

This effort included the help of local organizations, businesses, teachers, group leaders and parents.    

Other coordinated events include classroom outreach and the publicity of eco-activities held in our community. 

The Mid-Columbia Earth Month Committee has been a vital tool in the coordination and promotion of 

environmental activities in the Mid-Columbia. 

Go Green Tri-Cities 
Go Green Tri-Cities continues to provide environmental education and to promote 'green living' events and 

activities in our community. Early in 2014, the long-standing Earth Month website merged with Go Green Tri-

Cities, which now provides this service year-round.  The GGTC website has strived to be the central place for the 

community to learn about environmental issues and events, find local environmental groups and other 
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community resources, and provide a wealth of information on how to live in a more eco-friendly way.  It also 

includes the Green Pages directory, a listing of eco-friendly products and services available in this area. 

The GGTC committee promotes the website and provides environmental education by tabling at events, and by 

handing out lists of upcoming Green events in various locations. This year GGTC and the REACH Museum have 

worked together on several events. This collaboration helps both groups expand their scope of educating the 

community. In January, GGTC hosted a fair to educate the community about local environmental groups, which 

was held in the planetarium at CBC, prior to a showing of Earth.  It was well attended, and they hope to hold it 

again this year. A class on composting was planned as part of the Confluent Space garden day, but it was 

canceled due to weather. GGTC plans to partner with them in the future. GGTC is currently working on a solar 

energy workshop to be held at Franklin PUD. 

GGTC also posts several times a week to their Facebook page. The number of hits it has been receiving, as well 

as the number of hits on the calendar and other pages on the website, shows that this website and committee 

are a great community resource. The directory and website are maintained by volunteers, as is all of the work of 

this committee. The committee members have many ideas for ways to expand environmental education but are 

limited as a volunteer organization. Funding a part-time position to keep the website current and provide 

outreach to the community could include establishing Green clubs in high schools and so much more. 

As supporters of SEEnet, as well as the Tri-Cities business environment, our sponsors are helping to provide 

environmental education - maintaining and improving the quality of life we enjoy here. 

The Sustainable Energy and Environmental Network 
2015 Executive Summary 

For more information, contact: 
Pete Rieke, 509-438-6126 

Lora Rathbone, 509-375-1954 
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